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We have a “saying ” back home, in our congregation. And, it’s one of the keys to understanding and 
rightly interpreting Scripture. It’s actually a concept that applies to every historic episode in the 
Torah; in fact throughout the entire TaNaK and Brit Chadashah. This principal is, in the Hebrew, 
“Ma’aseh avot siman le’vanim ”. Say it with me; “Ma’aseh avot siman le’vanim ”. In English, it 
states, “The deeds of the fathers (our ancestors) are signpo sts to the children ”. Now, there are 
three different ways that this concept helps us understand Scripture; each representing a deeper 
level of meaning, similar to the concept of PaRDeS, which looks at four levels of Scripture 
interpretation (Pashat, Remez, Drash and Sod). In other words, “Ma’aseh avot siman le’vanim ” is 
a three tiered principal in which each level adds deeper meaning to an historical event for us.  
 
The first level, or “plain sense explanation ”, says that what the “fathers” did should be an example 
to us, the children. We should learn from their acts and decisions and apply those lessons to our 
walk. The second, or “deeper explanation ”, is one of historical precedent. What happened to the 
“fathers” will happen to the children. By studying biblical events, we can be prepared for the future.  
Just as the Feasts, or “Mo’edim ” that we celebrate each year are remembrances of historical 
events that Yahweh has told us to keep and proclaim, they are also the rehearsals of future events 
in Yahweh’s dealings with B’nei Yisra’el. And, in the “deepest level ” of explanation, each of the 
main, or more noteworthy, “forefathers” is identified (through their life experience) with a particular 
“midah ”, or “attribute ” or “quality ” of Yahweh’s character, that we should seek to adopt into our 
own character. This is specifically what we study each year during the “Sefirat HaOmer ” or 
“Counting of the Omer ”. In the case of Avraham Avinu (our father Avraham); his life exemplifies 
the “midah ” (Yahweh’s attribute) of “Chesed ” or “Loving-kindness ”. Yitsaq walked in “Gevurah ” or 
“Discipline ”. And, Ya’acov is associated with “Tiferet ” or “Beauty in Emet (Truth) ”, which is 
combination of “Loving-kindness ” and “Discipline ”. 
 
So, by simply living their lives, our forefathers were not only ethical examples for us; but, they set in 
motion historical precedents that we will experience, as Yisra’el, in these “last days ”. And, through 
these “midot ” (attributes  or qualities ) that were placed in them, by Yahweh, and cultivated, over 
the course of their lives, and added to by successive generations; they impart to us the culmination 
of these attributes, which we are to cultivate in Messiah Yahshua, through Ruach HaKodesh. So, 
am I saying this is by genetics ? Or, are we spiritual Yisra’el? While that is a whole teaching in itself, 
we need to remember what Sha’ul said in Galatians 3:29  (from the Aramaic); And if you are of the 
Messiah, then you are the seed of Avraham, and heir s by  the promise.  The Greek word used is 
“sperma ” and in the Hebrew and Aramaic the word is “zera”. Both of which are natural or physical 
“seed” and not spiritual. And, nowhere does this principal hold more profound meaning than in 
Sefer B’reshith  (the Book of Genesis). Sha’ul continues in Galatians 4:6-9;  Even so Abraham 
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“did believe Elohim, and it was reckoned unto him a s righteousness.” Know, then, that those 
who are of belief are sons of Abraham. And the Scri pture, having foreseen that Elohim would 
declare right the nations by belief, announced the Good News to Abraham beforehand, 
saying, “All the nations shall be blessed in you,” so that those who are of belief are blessed 
with Abraham, the believer.   
 
So if you, sitting here today, are a believer in Messiah Yahshua, you are child of Avraham and an 
heir to the promise, as Sha’ul says. Right? This begs the question, “What’s the promise ”? Well in 
fact, in B’reshith / Genesis , there were three promises that Yahweh gave to Avraham and his 
seed. 1) That they  would become a “great nation ” and his seed would not be able to be counted 
(B’reshith 12:2, 13:16, 15:5, 17:2, 18:18 & 22:17 an d to Yitzaq in 26:4 & Ya’aqob in 28:14 & 
48:4). 2) That they  would be given the Land of Yisra’el (Gen. 12:7, 13:15-17, 15:7 & 18-21, 17:8 & 
24:7 and to Yitzaq in 26:3-4 & Ya’aqob in 28:13, 35 :12 & 48:4 ). 3) In their “Seed” all the earth 
would be blessed (Gen. 12:2-3, 18:18 & 22:18 And to Yitzaq in 26:4 & Ya’aqob in 28:14 ). I need 
to interject here that this promise isn’t just a prophetic word about Messiah. Because, in these “last 
days” we, the seed of Avraham, Yitzaq and Ya’aqob, are blessing the clans of the earth, the clans 
that we were sown into, with the Gospel, the “Good News” of the Restoration of the Kingdom to 
Yisra’el. Isn’t that the job of the “Two Witnesses ”? 
 
This is why it is so important to read and study the Torah. Torah is not just the “Law”. I mean, you 
probably already know that “Torah ” literally means “Instructions ”. And, like most instruction books, 
there are pictures in it. These pictures are the events in our ancestors’ lives that we need to learn 
from in order to live our lives as Yahweh has commanded and to fulfill our destiny as His “chosen 
people ”. Elohim tells us, through the prophet, in Yeshayahu / Isaiah  46:9-10;  “Remember the 
former events of old, for I am El, and there is no one else – Elohim, and there is no one like 
Me, declaring the end from the beginning, and from of old that which has not yet been done, 
saying, ‘My purpose does stand, and all My delight I do,”  Yahweh indeed tells us the “end from 
the beginning ”.  

The Torah is a story of a people who were delivered out of Egypt and transformed from slavery into 
a nation of free men. The book of B’reshith / Genesis  explains where they came from and how 
they got into Egypt. However, the unique part is that there is a prophetic connection to the future for 
the last generation – the descendants of Yisra’el. The Torah has a specific and deliberate purpose 
in the future. What is so ironic about this unique purpose is that almost no one, in modern history, 
has seen it until just the last few years. You probably won’t find any commentary, Christian or 
Jewish, that compares the generation leaving Egypt with the generation leaving this present age on 
the way to the Promised Land (the Kingdom). You may never have heard a teaching that explains 
the prophecies of the last generation in the context of the lesson of the exodus. What I propose to 
you is that the final purpose of the Torah, in the Last Days, is to instruct the last generation on how 
to enter the Messiah’s Kingdom.  

Let’s look at a couple of important scriptures. The prophets Yirmeyahu / Jeremiah and Yehezqel / 
Ezekiel, to name just two, addressed the end of the ages, and both prophesied of another Exodus.  

Yirmeyahu / Jeremiah 16:14-15 , “Therefore see, days are coming, declares YHVH, whe n it will 
no longer be said, ‘As YHVH lives, who brought up t he sons of Israel out of the land of 
Egypt,’ but, ‘As YHVH lives who brought up the chil dren of Israel from the land of the north 
and from all the countries where HE had driven them .’ For I will bring them to back to their 
own land which I gave to their fathers.”   
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And, Yirmeyahu 23:7-8 , "Therefore behold, the days are coming," declares Y HVH, "when they 
will no longer say, ‘As YHVH lives, who brought up the children of Israel from the land of 
Egypt,’ but, ‘As YHVH lives, who brought up and led  back the seed of the house of Israel 
from the north land and from all the lands where I had driven them.’ Then they will dwell on 
their own soil."   

Then, Yehezqel 39:27-29 , “ When I bring them back from the peoples and gather them from 
the lands of their enemies, then I shall be sanctif ied through them in the sight of the many 
nations. Then they will know that I am YHVH their E lohim because I made them go into exile 
among the nations, and then gathered them again to their own land; and left none of them 
behind. And no longer do I hide My face from them, for I shall have poured out My Spirit on 
the House of Yisra’el’ declares the Master YHVH”  I need to point out here that, while I’ve only 
quoted two here, all the prophets prophesied about a future “gathering and return”. 

Moshe is credited with writing a song of deliverance at the first Exodus, which we read in Shemot / 
Exodus 15 . Upon crossing the Yam Suf, Sea of reeds, and seeing Pharaoh and his army drowned. 
And, according to Torah, Moshe and B’nei Yisra’el sang that song. I’m sure you have heard the 
words, "The horse and rider He has thrown into the sea. "  But, did he write it? We’re not told. Is 
this the “Song of Moshe ”? Well, we read as the Torah comes to a close in Debarim/Deuteronomy 
31 that, that Moshe did at least write the song in Debarim / Deuteronomy 32 . This second song is 
also a song of deliverance. Let’s look at Debarim 32:11 , “Like an eagle that stirs up its nest, that 
hovers over its young, HE spread HIS wings and caug ht them, HE carried them on HIS 
pinions.”  Now look at Revelation 12:14 , “And the two wings of the great eagle were given to  
the woman, in order that she might fly into the wil derness to her place, where she was 
nourished for a time and times and half a time, fro m the presence of the serpent.”  Yes, the 
“Song of Moshe ” (Debarim 32 ) is about the scattering of Yahweh’s people and the regathering, the 
Second Exodus. 

According to the book of Revelation, this song will be sung by Believers during the “Great 
Tribulation”.  Revelation 15:3-4  says; “And they sang the song of Moses the servant of Elo him 
and the song of the Lamb, saying, "Great and marvel ous are Your Works, YHVH El Shaddai !; 
Righteous and true are Thy ways, O Sovereign of the  nations. Who shall not fear you, O 
YHVH, and esteem Your Name? Because You alone are k ind; Because all the nations shall 
come and worship before You, For Your righteousness es have been made manifest."  Now, 
some teach that these are two different songs, one of Torah and one Grace. But, I submit to you 
today, that this is describing one song. The “Song of Moshe ” and “of the Lamb ” is the song of 
“Deliverance ” from the “house of bondage ”. Ahmein?  

B’nei Yisra’el left Mitzrayim (Egypt) with the clear expectation that they were going to the Promised 
Land – the land flowing with milk and honey. However, they did not go directly to that land. Instead, 
they went into the great and terrible wilderness. They ended up being in that wilderness for 40 years 
and camped at 42 different places. Then, they came to the Jordan River and crossed over into Eretz 
Yisra’el. Many things happened in the wilderness. They experienced the Pillar of Fire and the 
Column of Smoke, they heard the voice of Elohim, they received the Ten Commandments, they 
sinned with the golden calf, they built the Mishkan, or Tabernacle and they also rejected the 
Promised Land the first time and were judged in the wilderness. Only two, Yehoshua and Kaleb, 
actually made it into the Promised Land from those who were 20 years and older that left Egypt. 
The children of B’nei Yisra’el are those who took possession of the Land. 
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As I said, “Ma’aseh avot siman le’vanim ”, or “The deeds of the fathers are signposts to the 
children ”. You see, the pattern of the First Exodus prophesies of the Second Exodus. While they 
may not be exactly the same, to every detail; the picture is of the same subject and there are many 
correlations between the two.  

Today, the average Christian is looking forward to leaving this world and going directly to the 
Kingdom of Heaven, the Promised Land, by way of a “rapture”, either before, during or after the 
“Great Tribulation”. They’ve never considered going by way of a “wilderness ” in a physical 
migration, where there is hardship, or a lack of the basic necessities such as food and water. 
Yahweh explained in Shemot / Exodus 12:17-18  that the children of Israel did not go by the way of 
the Philistines (the short cut); “And it came to be, when Pharaoh had let the people  go, that 
Elohim did not lead them by the way of the land of the Philistines, though that was nearer, 
for Elohim said, ‘Lest the people regret when they see fighting, and return to Egypt.’”  Instead, 
they went by way of the wilderness, verse 18 , “So Elohim led the people around by the way of 
the wilderness of the Sea of Reeds. And the childre n of Yisra’el went armed from the land of 
Egypt.”   

Well, we too have a great and terrible wilderness before us in our journey back to Eretz Yisra’el and 
Messiah’s Kingdom during the “Great Tribulation”. For some clarity, let’s look at a couple of words 
here. First, the Hebrew word for Egypt is “Mitzrayim ” (Mem-tzadee-reish-yud-mem). It literally 
translates from the Hebrew as “worshippers of Ra ”. From the Hebrew dictionary, it means 
“bondage ”, “oppression ” and “trials and tribulations ”. In the next exodus, our exodus, many 
believers will be coming out of a system that worships the “sun deity”. And, Elohim will lead us out 
of a world wide system of “bondage ” and “oppression ” through “trials ” and “tribulations ”. That 
world system today is indeed Mitzrayim / Egypt. 

Next is the Hebrew word for “wilderness ”, which is “midbar ”. “Midbar ” (mem-dalet-beit-reish), 
means “wilderness ”. Gesenius’ Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon also uses the term “sterile place ”, like a 
Petri dish. Lab technicians use Petri dishes to grow cultures in for study. It’s interesting here that 
Yahweh used the “wilderness ” or “sterile place ” as His Petri dish to grow a new culture, Yisra’el. 
And, in this dish, He studied them and tested them. “Midbar ” also means “mouth ” or the “organ of 
speech ”, as it is from the root word “bar” which relates to “word ”. Yahweh uses “midbar ” the 
wilderness, as His mouth, to speak to His people.  

The prophet writes to the House of Yisra’el, the Northern Kingdom, in Yehezqel / Ezekiel 20:34-38 ; 
“And I shall bring you out from the peoples and gat her you out of the lands where you are 
scattered, with a mighty hand, and with an outstret ched arm, and with wrath poured out. And 
I shall bring you into the wilderness of the people s, and shall enter into judgment with you 
face to face there. As I entered into judgment with  your fathers in the wilderness of the land 
of Mitsrayim, so I shall enter into judgment with y ou,” declares the Master YHVH. And I shall 
make you pass under the rod, and shall bring you in to the bond of the covenant, and purge 
the rebels from among you, and those who transgress  against Me. From the land where they 
sojourn I bring them out, but they shall not come i nto the land of Yisra’el. And you shall 
know that I am YHVH.”  I don’t see any “rapture” in those verses. 
 
The prophet Hoshea spoke similarly to the House of Yisra’el in Hoshea 2:13-20 ; “And I shall 
punish her for the days of the Ba’als to which she burned incense and adorned herself with 
her rings and jewelry, and went after her lovers, a nd forgot Me,” declares YHVH. Therefore, 
see, I am alluring her, and shall lead her into the  wilderness, and shall speak to her heart, 
and give to her vineyards from there, and the Valle y of Akor (Tribulation)  as a door of hope. 
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And there she shall respond as in the days of her y outh, as in the day when she came up 
from the land of Mitsrayim. And it shall be, in tha t day,” declares YHVH, “that you call Me ‘My 
Husband,’ and no longer call Me ‘My Ba’al.’ And I s hall remove the names of the Ba’als from 
her mouth, and they shall no more be remembered by their name. And in that day I shall 
make a covenant for them with the beasts of the fie ld, and with the birds of the heavens, and 
with the creeping creatures of the ground, when bow , and sword, and battle I break from the 
earth. And I shall make them lie down in safety. An d I shall take you as a bride unto Me 
forever, and take you as a bride unto Me in righteo usness, and in right-ruling, and kindness 
and compassion. And I shall take you as a bride unt o Me in trustworthiness, and you shall 
know YHVH.” 
 
So, Elohim draws us into the “wilderness ” to “speak to our heart ” and give us “vineyards ” from 
there. OK, “vineyards ” is a scriptural metaphor for two things: “bearing fruit ” and, because the fruit 
of the vine is grapes, “wine ” or “simcha ” (joy ). So, the result of the “wilderness ” is something in 
which bear the “fruits of joy ” in us. And, Elohim says that He gives us the “Valley of Akor ” as a 
door of hope. This is interesting in that the Hebrew word for “Valley ” here is “emeq” (ayin-mem-kuf), 
which means a “wide valley ” or “great valley ” and has the connotation of being an area of war; 
because, due to its size, it can accommodate large armies. Then “Akor ” (ayin-kaf-vav-reish) means 
“trouble ” or “tribulation ”. It’s also very interesting that the Hebrew word here for “door ” is “petach ” 
(pey-tav-chet) which literally means “gate” or “entrance ”, as in the entrance to a city or country. 
And, “hope ” is the Hebrew word “tikvah ” (tav-kuf-vav-hey) which also means “expectancy ”. In 
other words, it’s not just the “hope ” of something, it is also about believing or expecting what we 
hope for. So, when Yahweh calls us into the “wilderness ”, He will give us the “Great Tribulation ” 
as the entrance to that which we hope for and expect; our return to Eretz Yisra’el and Tzion. And, 
the fruit of this will be our joy. 

Now, the second half of Daniel’s 70th week, which are the 42 months of the Great Tribulation, and 
our Exodus also lines up with the 42 encampments of B’nei Yisra’el in the wilderness. You see, the 
meanings of the Hebrew names of those encampments tells the story of their exodus and ours. 
That, in itself, is a whole teaching that we don’t have time for today. For now, you’ll find that 
teaching is on our website under the title “Parashot Matot-Massei” and soon it will be a companion 
to this teaching and available on DVD. 

The Torah is full of comparisons and prophetic insights as to what the last generation will endure 
and how our deliverance is like that of our “fathers ”. Consider with me some of these comparisons 
and insights; keeping in mind what Moshe wrote in Debarim / Deuteronomy 29:29 ; “The secret 
matters belong to YHVH, our Elohim, but those thing s which are revealed belong to us and 
to our children forever, to do all the Words of the  Torah.”  This phrase “to our children 
forever”  refers to you and me. We are the children of those who came out of the wilderness and 
these things apply to us, today. 

Pharaoh and the Anti-Messiah 

The Exodus from Egypt focused on the conflict between Pharaoh and the Elohim of Israel. Pharaoh 
hardened his heart against Yahweh and great judgment befell Egypt. Shemot / Exodus 7:3-5 ; “But 
I am going to harden the heart of Pharaoh, and shal l increase My signs and My wonders in 
the land of Mitsrayim.  And Pharaoh is not going to listen to you, and I sh all lay My hand on 
Mitsrayim, and bring My divisions and My people, th e children of Yisra’el, out of the land of 
Mitsrayim by great judgments. And the Mitsrites sha ll know that I am YHVH, when I stretch 
out My hand on Mitsrayim. And I shall bring the chi ldren of Yisra’el out from among them.”  
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The purpose of these judgments was so that Pharaoh, the Egyptians, and all nations (including 
Israel) would "know Yahweh ". The Scriptures say that Pharaoh forgot Yoseph, the man who helped 
save Egypt and the world in his day. In like manner, the second Exodus will have its Pharaoh – the 
anti-messiah. The anti-messiah will the epitome of heart a hardened against Yahweh and he won’t 
not remember the son of Yoseph (Yahshua, Messiah ben Yoseph). And again, great judgments will 
befall the world and the anti-messiah; so that everyone, including Israel will "know Yahweh ." 

Moshe and Aharon – the Two Witnesses 

Moshe and Aaron went into Pharaoh and spoke Yahweh’s will, "Let My people go."  With each 
refusal, Moshe and Aaron pronounced Elohim’s judgments upon Egypt / Mitzrayim and Pharaoh. In 
like manner, we will have two witnesses prophesying in Jerusalem and around the world, 
pronouncing judgments upon the world, and warning the people, "Behold, Here is your Elohim!"  
In Revelation 11:3-6; “And I shall give unto my two witnesses, and they s hall prophesy one 
thousand two hundred and sixty days,  (that’s 42 months)  clad in sackcloth.” These are the 
two olive trees and the two lampstands that are sta nding before the Elohim of the earth. And 
if anyone wishes to harm them, fire comes out from their mouth and consumes their 
enemies. And if anyone wishes to harm them, he has to be killed in that way. These possess 
authority to shut the heaven, so that no rain falls  in the days of their prophecy. And they 
possess authority over waters to turn them to blood , and to smite the earth with all plagues, 
as often as they wish.” 

Israel and Ephraim ~ Yahweh’s First born  

Moshe was informed that the judgment upon Pharaoh and Egypt would result in the death of the 
first born, because they refused to let Yahweh’s first born, Israel, go. Shemot 4:22-23  says; “And 
you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus said YHVH, “Yisra’e l is My son, My firstborn, and I say to 
you, let My son go to serve Me. But, if you refuse to let him go, see, I am killing your son, 
your firstborn.”’”  This very phrase, " Israel, My first born "  is a sign to us, in the last days. The 
prophet, speaking of the House of Yisra’el in Yirmeyahu 31:9 , “With weeping they shall come, 
and with their prayers I bring them. I shall make t hem walk by rivers of waters, in a straight 
way in which they do not stumble. For I shall be a Father to Yisra’el, and Ephrayim – he is My 
first-born.” 

Yahweh’s Judgments as Sets 

The ten plagues that hit Egypt were three sets of three judgments with a final judgment. They can 
be identified by where Moses was when the judgment is brought forth. Beginning with the first 
judgment; Moshe was before Pharaoh at the Nile, when water was turned into blood. The sets of 
judgments came forth in this manner: When Moshe was before Pharaoh at the river Nile there were 
three, when he was at the Palace there were three and three after Moshe left Pharaoh’s presence. 
This pattern repeats itself through the first nine. Then came the final judgment, the killing of the 
“first-born”. It is not that the judgments announced at the river Nile happened first then all the Palace 
announcements happened, etc. They were integrated with each other. In like manner, we can see 
that the future Revelation judgments are three sets of seven. It is not that the seals happen first 
followed by the trumpets, then plagues. Instead, following the pattern of the first Exodus, they are 
integrated together and sequenced to bring out Yahweh’s purpose, to know Him. 

Leaving Egypt and Sukkot  
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Israel was instructed not to go by the way of the Philistines – the most direct route to the Promised 
Land. Instead, Yahweh purposed to bring Israel to the mountain first. As the children of Israel left 
Egypt they did not know or understand all that would happen before they came to the Eretz Yisra’el. 
All they knew was they were going to the land Yahweh had promised to give their “fathers ”, the 
patriarchs of Yisra’el. In the same way, the average believer wants to go to live in the Kingdom of 
Elohim. But, most do not realize that they’re to go to the very same “Land” of promise. And, they 
certainly don’t know what’s in store for us on the way to the Kingdom of Tzion. Many believe that we 
may be raptured right to the Kingdom and not go through a tribulation. Most believers have no idea 
that we will leave our homes and go on the “Second Exodus ”. They believe that the Exodus is 
something in the history of Israel but not for them. Believing the imminent rapture, no matter where 
it occurs during the tribulation, Jacob’s Trouble, is the way of the Philistines. It might be shorter, but 
it is the way of death. It’s a false teaching. 

The first place Israel camped upon leaving the city of Rameses was Sukkot. “Sukkot ” means 
“tabernacles ” or “tents ”. It is historically referred to as the “Mystical City of Sukkot”. Estimates of it’s 
population range somewhere between 100,000 and 250,000. What’s really interesting is that it was 
a Bedouin city of tents, that was completely mobile. You see the Bedouins follow the seasons and 
the grazing lands for their flocks and herds. B’nei Israel were city folks in Goshen. Someone had to 
out-fit them with tents and teach them how to camp. Israel set up booths, huts, and tents in their 
travels in through the wilderness.  

Sukkot is also a holiday in the fall. It is called the Feast of Tabernacles or Feast of Ingathering. We 
are commanded to keep this holiday and remember how our ancestors survived in the wilderness. It 
is also the holiday that teaches the last generation how they will escape from the world. Leaving 
your house and all its comforts, going out with your brethren and living in a temporary setting, 
camping out, teaches you what to expect in the “Great Tribulation”. Furthermore, Yahweh says that 
once we are in the Kingdom, after Yahshua has returned, we will observe the same holiday, the 
Feast of Tabernacles, as the first activity of the kingdom. It is the Marriage Feast. Simply put, while 
keeping Shabbat is practicing to live in the Kingdom; keeping Sukkot is training for the Great 
Tribulation and rehearsing our wedding ceremony and honeymoon. 

You have to be willing to leave Egypt to go to the Promised Land. You have to be willing to leave 
this world including your home and church if you are to walk into the Kingdom. If you will check your 
Bibles again, you will discover that there won’t be any church buildings in the Kingdom. There will 
be the “Hekal ”, the House of Yahweh in Jerusalem and there will be the Biblical feasts. These are 
our rehearsals for the days ahead. Failing to keep Sabbath and Festivals is a sure way to walk into 
the wilderness ignorant of everything.  

Mattityahu 5:19;  “Whoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and 
shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in  the kingdom of heaven; but whoever shall 
do [Sabbath and Festivals]  and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven.”  

This is exactly what Sha’ul (Paul) referred to when he said the Sabbath and Festivals are the 
shadow of things to come. 

Colossians 2:16-17  “Therefore let no man judge you in meat, or in drin k, or in respect to a 
holyday, or of the new moon, or of the Sabbath day.  Which are a shadow of what is to come, 
but the body of Mashiach.”  He further states here that we, the body of Messiah, are to judge and 
therefore teach the Feasts and their meaning.  



8 

The Messiah Yahshua is the Master of the Sabbath; it is His shadow we see. He is also the host of 
every festival. 

The 10 Tests in the Wilderness 

Israel was purposely tested in the wilderness. Yahweh wanted to transform the people and teach 
them to trust Him. 

Debarim / Deuteronomy 8:2-5;  “And you shall remember that YHVH, your Elohim, led  you all 
the way  these forty years in the wilderness, to hu mble you, and to prove you, to know what 
was in your heart, whether you guard His commands o r not. And He humbled you, and let 
you suffer hunger, and fed you with manna, which th ou did not know, nor did your fathers 
know; to make you know that man does not live by br ead alone, but by every word that 
comes from the mouth of Yahweh. Your garments did n ot wear out on you, nor did your foot 
swell, these forty years. Thus you shall know in yo ur heart that a man disciplines his son, so 
YHVH your Elohim disciplines you.”   

Beginning with the crossing of the Reed Sea and ending with Israel’s rejection at Chadesh-Barnea, 
Israel failed 10 tests. These tests were in two categories (belief and obedience): 

Belief and Trust: 

1. Will Yahweh save us from Pharaoh (anti-messiah)? 

2. Will Yahweh provide water? 

3. Will Yahweh provide food? 

4. Will Yahweh be with us to defend us? 

5. Is Yahweh the One and only, true Elohim? 

Obedience and Blessing:  

6. Will we reject Yahweh’s provision? 

7. Will we reject Yahweh’s presence? 

8. Will we reject Yahweh’s salvation? 

9. Will we reject Yahweh’s Anointed? 

10. Will we reject Yahweh’s Kingdom? 

At the Red Sea, Pharaoh and his chariots approached to slaughter the children of Israel. The 
unbelievers cried out that Moshe had brought them out to die. But Moshe answered and told the 
people to be quiet and see the salvation of their Elohim. Yahweh led them through the Yam Suf 
(Sea of Reeds) and drowned the Egyptians before their eyes. When the great tribulation comes, the 
first test will be whether Yahweh will save us from the anti-messiah and his chariots. Many believers 
have been told that the anti-messiah will be very powerful in the world. The anti-messiah will be 
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given power for a specific period; however, our Elohim will not forsake us or abandon us to the 
enemy.  
 
He is our Savior and His arm is not short to deliver those who take refuge in Him. We read in 
Bemidbar (In the Wilderness) / Numbers 11:23;  And YHVH said to Moshe, “Is the arm 
of YHVH too short? Now see whether My word meets yo u or not!”  But, He also tells us in 
Yeshayahu / Isaiah 59:1-2;  Look, the hand of YHVH has not become too short to save, nor 
His ear too heavy to hear. But your crookednesses h ave separated you from your Elohim. 
And your sins have hidden His face from you, from h earing. 

Sha’ul tells us that these tests are examples for our instruction. He also says they are intended for 
the people at the end of the ages (the last generation). 

1 Corinthians 10:1-6;  For I do not wish you to be ignorant, brothers, th at all our fathers were 
under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, an d all were immersed into Mosheh in the 
cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritua l food, and all drank the same spiritual 
drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that f ollowed, and the Rock was Messiah. 
However, with most of them Elohim was not well plea sed, for they were laid low in the 
wilderness. And these became examples for us, so th at we should not lust after evil, as 
those indeed lusted.  Verses 7-11;  And do not become idolaters as some of them, as it has 
been written, “The people sat down to eat and to dr ink, and stood up to play.” Neither should 
we commit whoring, as some of them did, and in one day twenty-three thousand fell, neither 
let us try Messiah, as some of them also tried, and  were destroyed by serpents, neither 
grumble, as some of them also grumbled, and were de stroyed by the destroyer. Now all 
these things happened to them for ensamples, and th ey were written for our admonition 
(instruction), upon whom the ends of the world have  come.   

Following the Cloud by Day and the Fire by Night 

Of all the things that Israel did wrong in the wilderness, there is one thing that they did right. They 
followed the cloud. Whenever the cloud lifted above the tabernacle, the children of Israel prepared 
to leave. They camped when it came to rest on the tabernacle. 

Shemot / Exodus 40:36-38 , “And when the cloud was taken up from over the tabe rnacle, the 
children of Israel went onward in all their journey s: But if the cloud were not taken up, then 
they journeyed not till the day that it was taken u p. For the cloud of YHVH was upon the 
tabernacle by day, and fire was on it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel, 
throughout all their journeys.”   

What will the cloud be like in the Second Exodus? Will it be cloud by day and fire by night? To be 
honest, I don’t know. I do know that we will have Ruach HaKodesh, the Holy Spirit. We will have the 
144,000. We will have Yahweh’s presence in the midst of our camp. I also know that He will lead us 
and show us where to take refuge in Him. 

Hearing the Voice of Yahweh 

The children of Israel gathered at the base of Mt. Sinai and heard the very voice of Yahweh speak 
the Ten Commandments. It was a frightening and soul stirring experience. The whole mountain 
shook as Yahweh spoke. Shemot / Exodus 20:18-20  we read; And all the people saw the 
thunders, the lightning flashes, the sound of the r am’s horn, and the mountain smoking. And 
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the people saw it, and they trembled and stood at a  distance, and said to Mosheh, “You 
speak with us and we hear, but let not Elohim speak  with us, lest we die.” And Mosheh said 
to the people, “Do not fear, for Elohim has come to  prove you, and in order that His fear be 
before you, so that you do not sin.”  
 
In like manner, the tribulation saints are going to have a similar experience. This time, Yahweh will 
shake more than the mountain. He says that He will shake heaven as well. Ibrim / Hebrews 12:26 , 
“… Whose voice then shook the earth, but now He has  promised, saying, "Yet once more I 
will shake not only the earth, but also heaven."   

What will He say? We are not sure, but instead of the Ten Commandments, it is referred to as the 
seven thunders and Yohanan was prohibited from telling us the content. We will experience the 
seven thunders and hear the voice of Yahweh from heaven in the days of the seventh trumpet. 

Revelation 10:3-4 , “... And he cried out with a loud voice, as when a lion roars; and when he 
cried, the seven thunders uttered their voices. And  when the seven thunders had uttered 
their voices, I was about to write; and I heard a v oice from heaven saying unto me, ‘Seal up 
those things which the seven thunders uttered, writ e them not.’"   

Wanting to return to Egypt  

It didn’t take long before the B’nei Yisra’el began to mumble and grumble among themselves. The 
accommodations were not all that great. Food and water were questionable. Eventually, Moshe’s 
leadership came into question. They complained that in Egypt they had free fish, cucumbers, 
melons, leeks and garlic; in the wilderness, all they had was manna. They also had taken a lot of 
gold, silver and many other valuables from Egypt. What could they spend their gold on out in the 
wilderness? All of this led to various groups and individuals rising up in opposition saying that they 
should return to Egypt. In like manner, these very issues will present themselves in the great 
tribulation in the camp of believers. They will get hungry for McDonald’s, Chinese take-out, and 
pizza delivery. What’s more, many believers will bring money with them, but there won’t be 
anywhere to spend it in the camp. The temptation will come and our own brethren will rise in 
opposition to camp leadership. Whether the issue is leadership, as in which direction to go in the 
wilderness, or if the issue is money, and they will want to go spend it back in the cities. If they rebel 
and leave the camp, they will die. 

Yahweh gives us a stern warning through the prophet, in Yehezqel / Ezekiel 20:35-38;  “And I 
shall bring you into the wilderness of the peoples,  and shall enter into judgment with you 
face to face there. As I entered into judgment with  your fathers in the wilderness of the land 
of Mitsrayim, so I shall enter into judgment with y ou,” declares the Master YHVH. And I shall 
make you pass under the rod, and shall bring you in to the bond of the covenant, and purge 
the rebels from among you, and those who transgress  against Me. From the land where they 
sojourn I bring them out, but they shall not come i nto the land of Yisra’el. And you shall 
know that I am YHVH.” 

Fear for our Children 

The greatest concern and most difficult issue for Israel in the wilderness was preparing to enter the 
land of Israel. When the spies returned and said, "There are giants in the land,"  the people 
believed that their enemies would kill their children, or kill them and take their wives and children as 
slaves. According to Bemidbar / Numbers 14:2-4;  And all the children of Yisra’el grumbled 
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against Mosheh and against Aharon, and all the cong regation said to them, “If only we had 
died in the land of Mitsrayim! Or if only we had di ed in this wilderness! And why is YHVH 
bringing us to this land to fall by the sword, that  our wives and children should become a 
prey? Would it not be better for us to turn back to  Mitsrayim?” And they said to each other, 
“Let us appoint a leader, and let us turn back to M itsrayim.”  
 
For this reason, they would not trust Yahweh despite all that He had done and shown them. In like 
manner, we will face our greatest test in believing that Yahweh will protect and care for our children. 
The children of Israel didn’t believe Yahweh; they were judged for their unbelief and disobedience in 
refusing to enter the land. So, the parents died one by one in the wilderness and the children 
inherited the Land. If we do not trust Yahweh to protect our children in the great tribulation, then we 
will suffer the exact same fate. We will enter the Kingdom after the resurrection. Our children on the 
other hand, will be changed from mortal to immortal without physical death. They will make it. This 
is why Yahshua said, in Mattityahu 24:19;  “And woe to those who are pregnant and to those 
who are nursing children in those days!  Just as in the First Exodus, parents will fear for their 
children and not trust Yahweh’s Deliverance. It is just as the He also said in Mark 10:15 , “Truly, I 
say unto you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of YHVH like a child shall not enter it at 
all.”   

Remember, in the first exodus only two made it into the Promised Land out of all those over the age 
of twenty that left Mitzrayim. However, the prophet Yohanan / John in Revelation 7  said that he 
could not number the tribulation Believers entering the Kingdom (Promised Land). This will truly be 
an exodus so huge and from the four corners of the earth; so that in the future days, no one will 
speak of the former. 

Crossing the River Jordan 

When Israel crossed the Jordan river, they entered the promised land as a nation. They had 
leaders, laws, and a land. The “Malak” or “Messenger ” of Yahweh (the Rock  – Messiah ) went with 
them. They were no longer slaves to Mitzrayim. They were a free people with a covenant from 
Yahweh. In like manner, we will have Yahshua with us. We will have the same Torah we have now. 
Only, the Messiah will be our Torah teacher. We will no longer be slaves to sin and the world; we 
will be free and servants of the Living Elohim. We will receive our renewed covenant; one that we 
will not break. It will be just as the prophet said in Yirmeyahu 31:31-33;  “See, the days are 
coming,” declares YHVH, “when I shall renew my new covenant with the house of Yisra’el 
and with the house of Yehudah, not like the covenan t I made with their fathers in the day 
when I took them by the hand to bring them out of t he land of Mitsrayim, My covenant which 
they broke, though I was a husband to them,” declar es YHVH. “For this is the covenant I 
shall make with the house of Yisra’el after those d ays, declares YHVH: I shall put My Torah in 
their inward parts, and write it on their hearts. A nd I shall be their Elohim, and they shall be 
My people. 

Yahweh will also make a new covenant with us in the wilderness, as we prepare to come into the 
Land. Yehezqel / Ezekiel 37:26-27;  “Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with the m; it 
shall be an everlasting covenant with them: And I w ill place them and multiply them, and will 
set My sanctuary in the midst of them forever. My t abernacle also shall be with them; yea, I 
will be their Elohim, and they shall be My people.”   

Conclusion 
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So when do we leave on this greater Exodus? When will it be time for us to leave our homes and go 
to our Sukkot (tents, booths, campers, RV’s, etc)? The Torah gives this answer as well. 

When did the first Exodus occur? When did Israel boldly walk out of Mitzrayim and begin their 
wilderness journey? It’s obvious: on Passover day. There is a day coming when we will see the 
starting events of the Great Tribulation. It will be the shutdown of the altar in Jerusalem, after it has 
been re-established. We will see the False Prophet set up an image. We will see the anti-messiah 
make his boasts against Yahweh. We will see those in Judea flee into the wilderness and a great 
flood (an army) swallowed up. We will keep the Passover meal with our loins girded, sandals on our 
feet, and staff in hand. We will walk out and not look back at Egypt ever again. We will be part of the 
Second Exodus to the Promised Land – the Kingdom of Messiah Yahshua, in Eretz Yisra’el. And, in 
that wilderness, where He’ll contend with us, we will be transformed into the bride of Messiah, 
without spot, blemish or wrinkle. 

But, is all of this really for me, you ask? You’ve been awakened, haven’t you? The scales have 
fallen off, or are starting to; and you’re feeling very different than before. You’re drawn to Israel, 
Torah and that Jewish thing. Listen, whether or not you were born with Israelite blood in your veins, 
Sha’ul / Paul tells us in Romans 9 , as he did back in Galatians 4:6-9 , that we read at the beginning 
of this teaching; that if we believe in the atonement of Yahushua, we are “Children of the Promise ” 
and therefore of Yisra’el. 

Now, if we look at Yehezqel / Ezekiel 37:1-7;  The hand of YHVH was upon me and took me out 
by the Spirit of YHVH, and set me down in the midst  of the valley. And it was filled with 
bones. And He made me pass among them, all around, and see, there were very many on the 
surface of the valley, and see, they were very dry.  And He said to me, “Son of man, would 
these bones live?” And I said, “O Master YHVH, You know.” Again He said to me, “Prophesy 
to these bones, and you shall say to them, ‘O dry b ones, hear the word of YHVH! Thus said 
the Master YHVH to these bones, “See, I am bringing  into you a spirit, and you shall live. And 
I shall put sinews on you and bring flesh upon you,  and cover you with skin and put a spirit 
in you, and you shall live. And you shall know that  I am YHVH.” ’ ” And I prophesied as I was 
commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a noise, and there was a rattling. And the bones 
came together, bone to bone. And, Verses 8-14; And I looked and saw sinews and flesh came 
upon them, and skin covered them, but there was no spirit in them. He then said to me, 
“Prophesy to the spirit, prophesy, son of man, and you shall say to the spirit, ‘Thus said the 
Master YHVH, “Come from the four winds, O spirit, a nd breathe on these slain, so that they 
live.” ’ ” And I prophesied as He commanded me, and  the spirit came into them, and they 
lived, and stood upon their feet, a very great army . And He said to me, “Son of man, these 
bones are all the house of Yisra’el. See, they say,  ‘Our bones are dry, our expectancy has 
perished, and we ourselves have been cut off!’ Ther efore prophesy, and you shall say to 
them, ‘Thus said the Master YHVH, “See, O My people , I am opening your graves, and shall 
bring you up from your graves, and shall bring you into the land of Yisra’el. And you shall 
know that I am YHVH, when I open your graves, O My people, and bring you up from your 
graves. And I shall put My Spirit in you, and you s hall live, and I shall settle you in your own 
land. And you shall know that I YHVH have spoken, a nd I have done it,” declares YHVH.’ ” 
 
OK, these bones….. Now, some teach that this is about the resurrection of the dead. But, we just 
read that these bones are all  the House of Yisra’el, who were cut off and had lost their expectancy. 
These are who Yahweh will “raise up ”. Now, there is a great picture in these verses of us and our 
emerging relationship with Yahweh. First of all, as Yehezqel prophesied over these bones, flesh 
came upon them. The Hebrew word used here for “flesh ” is “basar ” (beit-shin-reish). “Basar ” 
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means “flesh ”. But, “basar ”, is the same Hebrew word used in Yeshayahu / Isaiah 61:1;  “The 
Spirit of the Master YHVH is upon Me, because YHVH has anointed Me to bring good news to 
the meek.”  Here it is used meaning “good news ”. And yes, it is the same good news spoken of 
throughout the Brit Chadashah, in the Hebrew and Aramaic. Messiah Yahshua said in Luke 4:43;  
And He said to them, “To the other cities I also ha ve to bring the Good News: the reign of 
Elohim, because for this I have been sent.” So, this flesh that came upon these dry bones was in 
fact the Good News of the Kingdom of Moshiach (Messiah).  
 
Then skin covered this new “basar ” or “flesh ” / “Good News ”. Our covering is the Covenant, our 
Ketubah or Marriage Contract with our Husband. This is the Torah. It’s interesting that the Sefer 
Torah (Torah Scrolls), even to this day, are hand transcribed onto parchment made from the skin of 
kosher animals, like sheep, goats, etc. So, now we have skin and begin to stand. 
 
However, even though they were now standing, in order for those once dry bones to “live ” again, 
the Spirit had to come into them. The very word in Hebrew for “spirit ” is “Ruach ”, which also means 
“breath ” or “wind ” from the mouth. So, Yahweh says in verse 14  above; “And I shall put My Spirit 
in you, and you shall live…”  What a picture of the transformation that is happening in us today. 
Breathe in, deeply, Yisra’el; the Breath of our Creator and “live ”. And, it shall be as Yahweh spoke 
through the prophet in Zekaryah 10:6-8; “And I shall make the house of Yehudah mighty, and 
save the house of Yoseph. And I shall bring them ba ck, because I have compassion on them. 
And they shall be as though I had not pushed them a side. For I am YHVH their Elohim, and I 
answer them. And Ephrayim shall be as a mighty man,  and their heart shall rejoice as if with 
wine. And their children shall see and rejoice, the ir heart exulting in YHVH. I shall whistle for 
them and gather them, for I shall ransom them. And they shall increase as they once 
increased. Verses 9-12; Though I sow them among peoples, they shall remembe r Me in 
places far away. And they shall live, together with  their children, and they shall return. And I 
shall bring them back from the land of Mitsrayim, a nd gather them from Ashshur, and bring 
them into the land of Gilead and Lebanon, until no more room is found for them. And He 
shall pass through the sea of distress, and strike the waves of the sea, and all the depths of 
the River shall dry up. And the pride of Ashshur sh all be brought down, and the scepter of 
Mitsrayim be taken away. And I shall make them migh ty in YHVH, so that they walk up and 
down in His Name,” declares YHVH. 

Oh family, I encourage you all; the Torah is not just a history of ancient times. Torah has more to do 
with your future than it has to do with your past. Torah is the instruction book of how to be set free, 
develop a relationship with the Living Elohim, learn to live with your brethren, and to be part of 
Messiah’s Kingdom, Yisra’el. The rules of the camp in the Great Tribulation are the same as when 
our forefathers, the Children of Israel were in the wilderness. “Learn and Live ”. 

Baruch HaShem Yahweh! 


